
Sempre Dowland

I      have always felt a strong affinity with the compositions of John Dowland. Therefore it was natural for me to 
include his music in my musical references. Dowland’s music has a timeless quality to it and it will always 

be present.
  In recognition of his life’s work it is appropriate to turn to John Dowland since 2013 marks the 450th 
anniversary of his birth in 1563. In “I Flow My tears”, “Flow Not So fast Ye Fountains”, “Shall I Sue”, “Fine 
Knacks for Ladies” and “Weep You No More Sad Fountains” I have left the melody line untouched; to the best 
of my ability and with respect for Dowland’s music I have re-harmonised the above-mentioned compositions. 
“Come Away Come Sweet Love” and “Sempre Dowland (Like A Gallarde)” represent my own compositional 
homage to John Dowland.  
  In Sempre Dowland I offer my interpretation of Dowland’s 450 years’ journey in time from 1563 to 2013.

Om Sempre Dowland

Jeg har alltid følt en stor samhørighet med John Dowlands komposisjoner. Det er derfor naturlig for meg å 
ta hans musikk inn i mine musikalske referanser. Dowlands musikk bærer et tidløst preg i seg og vil alltid 

være tilstede.
  I stor respekt for hans livsverk er det betimelig å sette fokus på John Dowland, da det i år er 450 år siden 
hans fødsel i 1563. I ”I Flow My Tears”, ”Flow Not So Fast Ye Fountains”, ”Shall I Sue”, ”Fine Knacks For La-
dies” og ”Weep You No More Sad Fountains” er Dowlands melodilinjer urørte. Jeg har etter beste evne og med 
respekt for Dowlands musikk reharmonisert de overnevnte komposisjoner. ”Come Away Come Sweet love” og 
”Sempre Dowland (Like A Galliarde)” er mine kompositoriske hilsener til John Dowland.
  I Sempre Dowland presenterer jeg hvordan jeg oppfatter John Dowlands 450 års tidsreise fra 1563-2013.

Oslo, August 2013
Odd-Arne Jacobsen



Sempre  Dowland

John Dowland (1563 - 1626)

composed and arranged by:

Odd-Arne Jacobsen

instrumentation:
Song Octet (SSAATTBB) - String Quintet - Guitar

www.musikk-huset.no – Oslo, Norway

450th

anniversary


